
 
 

August 2 | Sunday 
In the Ditch with Jesus 
Luke 10:29-37 
 

 
3 | Mon – God saves us in ways we didn’t expect  |  Read 1 Corinthians 1:17-25 
Paul’s words are blunt about the limited popular appeal of his message.  He quoted Isaiah 
29:14 to make a point that Jesus often made: God’s way of thinking (and acting) are 
different from ours.  Don’t let your intellect and human wisdom blind you to the ways 
God is at work in your life. Instead look for how He is saving you in ways you don’t expect. 

4 | Tues – The unexpected sacrifice  |  Read Genesis 22:1-14 
Use your imagination to put yourself into this astonishing and disturbing scene.  As 
desperately as Abraham did NOT want to do what God asked, he was willing to obey 
because he knew God’s character.  When have you found it necessary to trust God 
because there was no obvious, immediate solution?  What can you do now to cultivate 
trust, as Abraham did, before you experience a crisis?  

5 | Wed – An unexpected path to healing  |  Read 2 Kings 5:1-14 
This story began when an Israelite slave girl said she wished her owner, her captor, would 
seek help for his sickness from Israel’s prophet.  If you were that Syrian general, would 
you be likely to listen to a slave girl?  Whose ideas do you discount without even seriously 
considering them?  Is God is trying to reach you through some unlikely person?  

6 | Thur – Unexpected messengers of salvation  |  Read Luke 10:1-2, 17-24 
In this account, Jesus sends out 72 people to preach the good news.  Many could have 
been common, ordinary people, most likely, uneducated and inexperienced.  When they 
returned, what stories they had to tell!  Who has been your ‘unexpected messenger of 
salvation’ in the past?  Aren’t you glad they obeyed?  Is there someone to whom God 
might want to send you with a message of hope? 

7 | Fri – If you were injured by the road...  |  Read Luke 10:25-32 
In this familiar story, we often think about which passerby we would be: the priest, the 
Levite, or the Samaritan.  But have you ever been the person in the ditch, beat up by life, 
and abandoned by those who should have cared?  Who was the unlikely person who 
became your ‘good’ Samaritan? 

8 | Sat – Saved by a Samaritan  |  Read Luke 10:33-37  
If Jesus is our rescuer, he is a strange type of savior.  He was born in a stable of peasant 
parents, poor, politically powerless, and eventually killed to satisfy the demands of the 
religious leaders of his day.  The Jewish people were looking for a king with royal lineage 
to deliver them, not a common carpenter.  Don’t miss your salvation because it comes 
dressed in different clothes than you expected.  

August 9 | Sun – Facing the Unexpected with Sarah  |  Read Hebrews 11:1 
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