
 
 

September 13 | Sunday 
Great Themes of the Bible: Discipleship 
I Corinthians 3:1-23 

 
14 | Mon – Definitions  |  Read John 14:15 
The Greek word for disciple, mathetes, means ‘one who accepts the instruction given to 
him and makes it his rule of conduct.’  It involves not just learning what is taught but also 
becoming attached to one’s teacher.  Is it possible to identify as a Christian by following 
all the rules of conduct while not being truly ‘attached’ to Jesus?  

15 | Tue – Living it out  |  Read Matthew 28:19-20  
Discipleship is the process by which someone becomes a disciple (learner/follower).  In 
one of the last recorded conversations he had with his followers just before returning to 
his Father, Jesus gave this directive: “Make disciples...baptizing them...and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you.”  If you identify yourself as a follower of 
Jesus, what is one area of life in which you are growing in obedience to his words? 

16 | Wed – Defining characteristic of a Jesus follower  |  Read John 13:34-35 
Jesus redefined the Old Testament command - love your neighbor as yourself - by giving 
his followers this new command “...love one another as I have loved you.”  This is the 
characteristic that would identify them as his followers.  Would your family, neighbors 
and co-workers be able to identify you as a Jesus follower just by observing? 

17 | Thu – Refocus  |  Read I Corinthians 3:4-7 
Paul had such a radical encounter with Jesus Christ that he became a committed follower 
and then a ‘disciple maker’ for the remainder of his life.  When his popularity caused 
people to say “I follow Paul,” he vigorously reminded them that he was only a servant 
through whom they became believers.  Is there someone you admire because they have 
been influential in your spiritual growth?  Thank God for him/her but be careful you do 
not begin to ‘follow’ that person instead of Jesus.  

18 | Fri – You can’t teach what you don’t know...  |  Read I Corinthians 11:1 
...you can’t lead where you won’t go.”  These words from a song by Carman challenge 
us.  Often it is easier to tell someone what to do than to model it.  Paul could lead others 
because he was following Jesus.  As we fulfill Jesus’ last request, we have to first be 
growing into the kind of people we want to help others become.  “Follow me as I follow 
Christ.”  Who might be watching your example, even when you are unaware? 

19 | Sat – Help!  |  Read John 15:5-8; Philippians 4:13 
Being a follower of Jesus and consistently obeying him can seem impossible at times. 
Trying our best doesn’t work.  Jesus reminds us that HE is the source.  Apart from him, we 
can do nothing (no thing), but if we ask for and depend on his help, we can do anything 
he asks of us.  The world does not need more Christians; it needs more people who are 
living out Jesus’ words in real life.  Will you commit to doing that, just for today? 

September 20 | Sun – Precursor to Revival  |  Read Rev. 1a, 2a, 4 
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