
 

May 7 | Sunday 
Birds & Bees Series: Single, Widowed, Divorced 

Read Jeremiah 31:3-6 
 

 
08 | Mon – Scripture says...  |  Read Deuteronomy 24:1 and Matthew 19:3-10 
In Jesus’ day, a Jewish man could dissolve the marriage if his wife displeased him for any 
reason, like  burning his toast.  When talking to Jesus, these legalistic Pharisees justified 
divorce, pointing to one verse in Deuteronomy, concluding that divorce must be God’s will. 
Jesus looked at the whole of scripture instead and reminded them of God’s original plan. 
Have you ever heard a snippet of scripture used to justify something that hurts others?  

09 | Tue – God hates?  |  Read Malachi 2:14-16 
Compare Deuteronomy 24:1 with Malachi’s perspective.  The prophet saw how casually men 
were discarding their marriage covenant and described how God really feels about divorce. 
Because marriage is a symbol of God’s covenant with his people and God knows how divorce 
is deeply destructive is to everyone involved, Malachi said that God hates divorce.  Does this 
mean there is never a valid reason for divorce or that God hates divorced people?  

10 | Wed – Looking past the obvious  |  Read John 4:13-24 
Jesus was a man, a Jew, and holy.  She was a woman, a Samaritan, and outcast because of her 
multiple divorces.  This was an unexpected conversation, given their culture.  Yet none of 
these things deterred Jesus who looked past them and saw her hungry heart.  He did not 
condemn but offered hope and new life.  Are you able to look beyond the surface of those you 
meet?  Are you willing to view people as God does, in order share life-giving news? 

11 | Thu – No condemnation  |  Read John 4:25-30 
(Click link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bt_9NZe-E4 to see an excerpt from the 2003 
film, The Gospel of John.)  Jesus frankly stated the facts about the woman’s past without 
shaming her.  Because he knew and did not reject her, she sensed his Power and believed his 
words.  The result was a transformed life that convinced even those who knew her history. 
When you speak with others, are they affected by the power of God working through you? 
Does Jesus use your words to give someone else a “drink of living water”?  

12 | Fri –  Principles and guidelines  |  Read 1 Corinthians 7:7-17 
History tells us that the Greek/Roman culture of large cities like Corinth largely ignored any 
limitations on sexual expression and showed very little moral restraint.  Do you think living in a 
city like that could have tempted Christian converts to dismiss Paul’s advice as prudish or 
outdated?  What about our culture today?  Do you think his counsel is relevant even now? 

13 | Sat –  Alone?  |  Read Psalm 68:3-6 
In the beginning, God said it was not good for man to be alone (Genesis 2:18).  Yet life does 
not always follow God’s design.  Have you ever experienced God meeting you in the lonely 
places, providing comfort?  Did God provided the spiritual “family” you needed when you 
were living alone?  And have you ever considered how you can join God’s work of blessing 
widows, orphans, the lonely, and prisoners?  Look around for opportunities to share the love 
and comfort that God has given you. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bt_9NZe-E4

