
 

December 9 | Sunday 
Advent:  The Birth of Zechariah’s Song 
Read Luke 1:57-80 

 
10 | Mon – What’s in a name?  |  Read Luke 1:57-61 
Expectant parents think seriously about what to name their new baby.  Sometimes a name is 
chosen because of its meaning, other times to honor a relative.  In this case, people assumed 
the baby would be named for his father but Zechariah and Elizabeth knew John had already 
been named by God.  Do you know the history of your name or what it means?  Even if you 
have a common name, you have a chance to make that name uniquely different by the way 
you live.  What do you want to be known for?  

11 | Tue – Silence  |  Read Luke 1:62-66  
Nine months is a long time to be mute.  Did Zechariah wonder if he would ever speak again? 
Some people love to talk but have a hard time listening.  Yet significant things come from 
paying careful attention to what others are saying.  Presumptions are corrected, 
understanding and empathy replace irritation and impatience, and relationships improve. 
Why not try being an intentional listener this week and see what happens?  

12 | Wed – Zechariah’s first words  |  Read Luke 1:67-75  
When something wonderful happens, is your first impulse to shout it to the world?  Notice 
Zechariah’s words.  Instead of his son’s birth, he first spoke about God’s great goodness to his 
people.  To what end?  Read verses 74-75 “...to enable us to serve Him without fear, in 
holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.”  Thinking about the good things God has 
brought into your life, what deeper purpose might there be?  

13 | Thu – What comes next?  |  Read Luke 1:76-79 
When Zechariah spoke of his son’s future, how did he know?  During those long months of 
silence when Zechariah could not speak, did he have in-depth silent conversations with God? 
Did the Lord reveal to him more detail regarding the important role his son would play in 
preparing the way for the Jesus the Savior?  Have you ever had extended conversations with 
God that included more than just requests?  Do you take extra time to quiet your mind and 
listen to what He has to say?  It might be a sacrifice but such a worthwhile investment!  

14 | Fri – John’s early years  |  Read Luke 1:80 
This verse contains all we know about John’s life between birth and adulthood:  he grew 
physically and grew strong in spirit.  Knowing the kind of parents he had, John was probably 
raised to love God, to know God’s word and to live a God-honoring life.  We also know he lived 
in the wilderness before his public ministry.  These were the foundations that shaped John 
into the person he became.  What things have made you the person you are today? 

15 | Sat – Your place in the story  |  Read Psalm 139:16 / Ephesians 2:10 
It is unlikely your birth was announced by an angel or prophecies given about your future. 
Maybe you did not even grow up in a godly home but there is one thing you have in common 
with John.  You were purposely created.  God had plans for you before the world was even 
formed.  Will you do ‘great’ things before you die?  Maybe, maybe not.  But what God wants 
most is a relationship with you.  Imagine it, the Creator of the universe is excited about you! 
And by the way, if you do happen to become ‘famous’, may the most notable thing about your 
life be that you loved and were loved by God. 

 


