
 

March 3 | Sunday 
Lessons for a Better Life: Compassion  
Read Luke 16:19-31 

 
 

04 | Mon – Help and hope  |  Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
Compassion is a feeling of deep sympathy for another stricken by misfortune, along with a 
strong desire to alleviate the suffering.  Some people are compassionate while others do not 
even seem to notice another’s pain.  What stirs up compassion in your heart?  Does it have 
anything to do with what you have suffered in the past?  Although troubles are part of a life, 
you have access to a wonderful Comforter. Will you pass on the comfort you’ve received? 

05 | Tue – True compassion = action  |  Read Matthew 20:29-34  
Some people believe that God is disconnected from human suffering.  Yet one of the reasons 
Jesus came to earth was to show people that God is a compassionate Father.  The gospels are 
filled with accounts of how Jesus responded to hurting people.  His compassion moved him to 
action.  How can you reach out to others in your neighborhood or community?  What are 
some practical ways you can express the love of Jesus to those in need?  

06 | Wed – Did he get what he deserved?  |  Read Luke 15:11-24 
The prodigal’s father could have forced his son to stay home but he did not.  He let his son 
take the money and leave.  Did the father have an idea of what would happen to his son?  If 
so, why didn’t he stop him?  When the son returned home in disgrace (v. 20), what moved the 
father to act as he did instead of responding with righteous indignation?  Have you ever been 
the prodigal or maybe the parent waiting at home?  Which is more difficult?  

07 | Thu – Fashion advice  |  Read Colossians 3:12 
So how do you “do compassion”?  Paul described putting on compassion like you would a 
piece of clothing.  When you stand in front of your closet each morning, you choose what to 
wear.  If you decided to become a more compassionate person, what attitudes would you 
intentionally adopt before you walk out the door?  Notice the rest of the ‘wardrobe’ listed 
here.  What other ‘clothes’ could help you be prepared to offer compassion today?  

08 | Fri – The key to open a door  |  Read Colossians 3:13-14 / Ephesians 4:32 
Do you find it difficult to forgive at times?  Here you can see the connection between having 
compassion and being able to forgive.  When you are honest with yourself about the ways you 
have failed God and others (but still were forgiven), compassion will compel you to offer that 
gift to others.  If there is someone you need to forgive, start by trying to understand what 
caused their words or actions.  Insight may spark compassion and forgiveness. 

09 | Sat – Compassion doesn’t trump free choice  |  Read Luke 16:27-31 
God’s great love and compassion will not allow him to circumvent a person’s free will, even 
when that free choice may separate them from God.  The rich man was one of those people. 
Based on his plea to Abraham, the rich man evidently had made choices that left no time for 
God in his life...and he did not want his brothers to share his fate.  If God truly loves people, 
why do you think he lets them walk away? 

 


